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Tips on Tutoring a Foreign Language

Though many students may feel they have a mental block or even lack the aptitude for learning foreign languages, most can learn a second language IF they are willing to put in the necessary time. Here are some practical suggestions for tutors to help students study effectively, overcome anxiety, and learn the grammar and skills necessary for success in college foreign language classes.

1. MEET REGULARLY. A foreign language course is different from any other course you take. Language learning is cumulative: you cannot cram at the last minute.  Encourage students to make a regular weekly appointment if they need significant help. 
 

2. DIVERSIFY YOUR TUTORING ACTIVITIES. Foreign Language mastery requires the acquisition of many skills, including: writing speaking and listening.  Make sure that you are addressing all of these areas in your sessions.  Tutors and tutees should be speaking equal amounts to ensure that this happens.

3. MAKE THE TUTEE FEEL COMFORTABLE. Get to know the tutee and make them feel comfortable.  Students often make more mistakes when they are anxious.  Tell them to leave perfectionism at the door.  Encourage them to give themselves permission to make mistakes and learn from them.

4. HELP THEM TO UNDERSTAND THE MATERIAL WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF ENGLISH GRAMMAR. Grammar is the skeleton of a language, its basic structure: students must learn it to succeed. When appropriate, compare new grammatical structures in your foreign language to their English equivalents. 


5. PRACTICE FOR TESTS by doing what the tutee will have to do on the test. If the test will require them to write, then study by writing--including spelling and accents. If they will be asked to listen, then practice listening. Help the tutee to create practice questions and predict test questions by referring to their text or their notes. Invent variations on patterns and forms. 


6. ENCOURAGE STUDY GROUPS. If you are comfortable working with more than one student at a time, encourage students to seek tutoring along with their classmates.  This will provide greater opportunities for speaking and listening during the session.


7. Continuously refer students back to the text or their notes.  This way, they will no where to look for help again in the future.  You will also be modeling good study techniques.


8. GET HELP IF YOU NEED IT. Don't be afraid to say "I don't know" if you are not sure about an answer.  You can always refer students back to their professors with questions or check with the Director of Academic Support Services and your faculty tutor coordinator. 
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